The Weirdness of God

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the weirdest kid in school…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
#1 Define “weird.”  [Uncanny, Un-earthly, Not normal, Super-Natural]
In school… way back… think elementary school… there was a kid… (perhaps it was you… it was most certainly me) this kid was a little different… didn’t fit in. He or she was “weird.”  It doesn’t feel very good to be the odd duck, to stick out like the sore thumb. 
We’ve defined the word weird.  Given the definition that we have come up with… 

#2 Is God weird? If so… how is He weird? What are some weird things He does?
#3 You have heard that God is Holy.  What does Holy Mean?

It’s hard to define Holy. It’s easier to list what is unholy than to fully grasp what holiness is… This leads the ultra religious and self righteous to make sure we know our short comings… They list everyone’s faults all day long… but they themselves have no better grasp on what is holy.
Holy is really the ultimate weird. No one is Holy but God… talk about being different!  He is the Only God… Beside Him there is no other. He forms Light & Darkness, sky & soil. He brings rain that creates prosperity and calamity.  We thought we stood out awkwardly in school… There is no hiding God or His Holiness.  
HYPOTHETICAL: If you found a substance… a material… that was unlike anything we had ever seen or touched.  This substance isn’t listed on the Periodic Table… totally undiscovered.  In fact you aren’t sure where it would even fit on the Periodic table… It’s nothing like a noble gas or a carbon… It’s totally different from everything.

This is what Holy is like. We have never completely experienced Holy. We have gotten glimpses but never the full picture. We have heard about it, but only in part.  Holy is different from everything you have ever experienced. Holy is… weird.

Now the word weird carries a negative connotation…  

#4 Why? Why is being different a negative?

[Only negative in how others treat you. Paul was a fool for Christ.]
#5 Being different is scary. Do you agree? Why or why not.

God has called us to be different… to be weird (or at least what this world calls weird).  The book of Acts is a book full of people who refused to live a normal life… they were weird. They didn’t chase wealth… they didn’t seek fame for themselves… they didn’t avoid struggle.  They didn’t put their lives in the hands of “experts” like Psalm 146 describes… but rather the hands of God.
They realized that if God is really like nothing else… they would serve Him, and worship Him like nothing else…

{Prayer}
Vision: Let’s up our Game! Let’s live a life that says we aren’t afraid of being Labeled. 
Isaiah 45:5-7 (New International Version)

 5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
       apart from me there is no God. 
       I will strengthen you, 
       though you have not acknowledged me, 

 6 so that from the rising of the sun 
       to the place of its setting 
       men may know there is none besides me. 
       I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

 7 I form the light and create darkness, 
       I bring prosperity and create disaster; 
       I, the LORD, do all these things.

1 Peter 2:9-10 (King James Version)

 9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; 

 10Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

Psalm 146:3-9 (The Message)

3-9 Don't put your life in the hands of experts 
      who know nothing of life, of salvation life. 
   Mere humans don't have what it takes; 
      when they die, their projects die with them. 

   Instead, get help from the God of Jacob, 
      put your hope in God and know real blessing! 
   God made sky and soil, 
      sea and all the fish in it. 
   He always does what he says— 
      he defends the wronged, 
      he feeds the hungry. 
   God frees prisoners— 
      he gives sight to the blind, 
      he lifts up the fallen. 
   God loves good people, protects strangers, 
      takes the side of orphans and widows, 
      but makes short work of the wicked.
1 Corinthians 4:5-11 (The Message)

 9-13It seems to me that God has put us who bear his Message on stage in a theater in which no one wants to buy a ticket. We're something everyone stands around and stares at, like an accident in the street. We're the Messiah's misfits. You might be sure of yourselves, but we live in the midst of frailties and uncertainties. You might be well-thought-of by others, but we're mostly kicked around.
1 Corinthians 4:10 (NIV)

10We are fools for Christ
God of this City
You're the God of this city
You're the King of these people
You're the Lord of this nation
You Are

For there is no one like our God
There is no one like our God

Greater things have yet to come
Great things are still to be done
In this city


Greater things are still to come
And greater things are still to be done here
